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REF: STATE 117357 

1. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR AND I HAD LENGTHY CONVERSATION 
WITH ACTING MINISTER OF INTERIOR DEMISSIE TEFFERA MORNING 
JUNE 5. 

2. WITH REGARD IEG POLICY ON RETALIATION, I SOUGHT OBTAIN 
DEMISSIE'S APPROVAL OF STATEMENT ALONG LINES PARA 4 REFTEL 
THAT IEG WILL NOT PUNISH VILLAGERS AMIDST WHOM ELF AND 
HOSTAGES MAY HAVE BEEN LIVING. HE FIRMLY RESISTED SUCH 
LANGUAGE, ARGUING IT WOULD IMPLY (A) THAT IEG HAS BEEN IN 
HABIT OF PUNISHING VILLAGERS AND (B) THAT VILLAGERS IN 
QUESTION ARE UNDER PROTECTION OF ELF. DEMISSIE ACCEPTED, 
HOWEVER, FOLLOWING TEXT AND SAID IT CONSTITUTED A BINDING 
COMMITMENT ON PART OF IEG: "THE IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN GOVERN- 
MENT WILL TAKE NO ACTION WHICH MIGHT INTERFERE WITH THE 
SPEEDY RELEASE OF THE TENNECO HOSTAGES AND IT WILL NOT EN- 
GAGE AFTER THEIR RELEASE IN PURSUIT OF THOSE WHO HAVE HELD 
THEM. MOREOVER, IT WILL TAKE NO RETALIATORY ACTION AGAINST 
THE GROUP BECAUSE OF THEIR HAVING HELD THE TENNECO HOSTAGES." 

1 LEFT COPIES OF THIS STATEMENT WITH HIM BUT DID NOT ASK FOR 
A WRITTEN ASSURANCE WITH SAME WORDING. I BELIEVE HE WOULD 
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HAVE FELT THAT A REQUEST FOR WRITTEN ASSURANCE IMPUGNED GOOD 
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FAITH OF IEG. 

3. SECOND MAJOR POINT I PURSUED IN DISCUSSION WITH DEMISSIE 
WAS ATTITUDE OF IEG TOWARD POSSIBLE RELEASE OF PRISONERS IN 
EXCHANGE FOR TENNECO HOSTAGES. HE SAID THIS WAS A NEW 
REQUEST WHICH HE WOULD HAVE TO CHECK WITH PRIMIN. I SAID 
USG WAS INTERESTED IN ASCERTAINING WHAT IEG THOUGHT IN 
PRINCIPLE OF PRISONER EXCHANGE. MOREOVER, IF IEG WAS 
WILLING EFFECT SOME EXCHANGE OF THAT NATURE, IT MIGHT 
CONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF PASSING WORD BACK THROUGH ME TO 
TENNECO TO ELF THAT IT ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE IDEA OF PRISONER 
EXCHANGE. DEMISSIE'S COMMENTS SUGGESTED HE THOUGHT IEG WOULD 
FIND IT DIFFICULT TO ADDRESS MATTER IN PRINCIPLE RATHER 

THAN TO ADDRESS DEMAND FOR SPECIFIC PRISONERS. I THERE- 
FORE SUGGESTED IEG MIGHT WISH AUTHORIZE ME PASS WORD THROUGH 
TENNECO TO ELF THAT IEG COULD NOT ADDRESS ISSUE OF PRISONER 
EXCHANGE IN ABSENCE NAMES OF PRISONERS WHOSE RELEASE 
DEMANDED. DEMISSIE PROMISED ENDEAVOR OBTAIN OFFICIAL POSITION 
OF IEG ON ENTIRE ISSUE ASAP. 

4. IT WAS OF COURSE AWKWARD TO DISCUSS TENNECO'S CURRENT 
NEGOTATIONS WITH DEMISSIE WITHOUT INDICATING WITH WHOM AND 
WHERE TENNECO IS NEGOTIATING. WHEN SECURITY CHIEF COLONEL 
SOLOMON KADIR FINALLY INQUIRED RE IDENTITY AND LOCATION OF 
GO-BETWEEN, I SAID I WAS UNFORTUNATELY UNABLE PROVIDE ANY 
INFORMATION WHATSOEVER OF THIS NATURE. I EMPHASIZED, HOW- 
EVER, THAT TENNECO WAS SATISFIED WITH RELIABILITY OF PRESENT 
GO-BETWEEN AND IS ANXIOUS PURSUE THIS CHANNEL. SOME OF 
DEMISSIE'S REMARKS SUGGESTED THAT IEG IS NOW SO SCEPTICAL 
REGARDING TENNECO'S EFFORTS THAT IT MIGHT PREFER HAVE GOVGEN 
OF ERITREA INITIATE NEW EFFORT CONTACT ELF THROUGH NEW 
CHANNEL. I TRIED PERSUADE DEMISSIE THAT IEG SHOULD PERMIT 
TENNECO MAKE FULL USE OF PRESENT GO-BETWEEN FOR TIME BEING. 

5. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS AND CONFINED 
HIMSELF LARGELY TO BRIEFING DEMISSIE ON RELEASE OF WYATT. 

HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT WE WISH SEE CONTENTS OF LETTERS 
WHICH ASMARA POLICE CONFISCATED FROM WYATT YESTERDAY. 

6. ATHENS AND KHARTOUM: PLEASE INFORM TENNECO REPRESEN- 
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TATIVES OF FOREGOING. 

WYMAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: EXDIS CAPTION ADDED PER S/S-O. 
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